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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Historic Mount Olivet Episcopal Church  Launches Campaign To Eliminate Over $1.5Million In Medical Debt For Residents in Southeast Louisiana. 
Roughly 11% to 20% of residents in Southeast Louisiana  are burdened by medical debt.
Algiers Point, New Orleans – March 9, 2026  – This Advent, the Mount Olivet Episcopal Church took a remarkable step to help their community by launching their "JUBILEE Medical Debt Relief Project" , asking donors to become “Jubilee Givers” by lifting the burden of medical debt from their neighbors. Partnering with national nonprofit Undue Medical Debt, the church goal is  to raise more than $15,000 for those in need in the metro area. This translates into about $1.5 million in relief!

To donate to the Jubilee Medical Debt Relief Project  or learn more, visit:
https://unduemedicaldebt.org/campaign/mount-olivet-jubilee-medical-debt-relief-campaign/
Benefit Concert-JUBILEE JAM:  Mount Olivet has partnered with the famous Old Point Bar  located at 545 Patterson Rd, New Orleans, LA to host a wonderful Benefit Concert “Jubilee on the Point” on March 21, 2026 from 3 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. featuring the Monkey Hill Band and noted OZ host Fr. Ron & Friends (https://www.wwoz.org/blog/1202686).  The public is invited and there is no cover charge we are just asking for your generous donations. 
"This Advent past we were reminded that gratitude isn't just a feeling — it's an action,” said Fr. Bill. “When we see families in our community struggling with medical bills they never asked for, we have an opportunity to turn our thankfulness into tangible relief for our neighbors."
Nationally, more than 100 million people are burdened by medical debt to the tune of $220 billion. This includes about 1 in every 5 people in Louisiana. The average person with medical debt in collections in the state  carries a balance of over $1,560. 
“This little historic church has always had a big heart and is already doing a lot for the Algiers Point community. But that wasn’t enough. Our church means to be a force for helpful change. Medical impoverishment is becoming more common place. We had to do something to fulfill the truth in action of our faith.  Our faith teaches that, ‘…faith without works is dead.’ We are alive!” remarked Fr. Bill “And so we launched this, Jubilee Project.”
Medical debt is the leading cause of bankruptcies in the US. People with medical debt are also three times more likely to experience mental health burdens like anxiety or depression and significantly more likely to skip or delay mental healthcare.

Undue Medical Debt is a national nonprofit that acquires medical debt belonging to those least able to pay in large, bundled portfolios for pennies on the dollar, while also shining a light on the broken system that creates medical debt. On average, one dollar donated to Undue erases $100 of medical debt.
Fr. Terry estimates that approximately 1,500 Metro area residents will receive medical debt relief through this initiative if the fundraising goal is met. There will be a follow up announcement when debt relief letters are being sent to community members.
To learn more or to donate, https://unduemedicaldebt.org/campaign/mount-olivet-jubilee-medical-debt-relief-campaign/.
Or join us The Point Bar on March 21st to pass a good time and to become Jubilee Givers.

# # #
About Mount Olivet Episcopal Church
Mount Olivet Episcopal Church is the oldest church building in continuous use on the Westbank of New Orleans and the oldest surviving structure in Algiers. Built in 1854, this Country Gothic church has been in continuous use for 170 years! https://www.mountolivet.org/history-mount-olivet-algiers

The congregation that would later become Mount Olivet first held services in 1846 in the parlor of the Hughes Hotel, which was situated at the corner of Peters (now Pelican) and Belleville Streets, two blocks south of the present location at Pelican and Olivier. The congregation was formally organized in 1848 and was admitted to the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana in 1851.
The current congregation is a growing group of loving people who invite all reminded of Jesus’ words to “Come and see.” It is a determined congregation that hopes to express it’s faith in it’s works. The church partners to recycle glass turning it into sand; it offers space to local groups and organizations and is now stepping out to do marvelous things. 
About Undue Medical Debt
Undue Medical Debt is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit founded in 2014 by former debt collectors. To date Undue has acquired — and abolished — over $22.8 billion of burdensome medical debt, helping over 14.7 million families and addressing a major social determinant of health. Undue purchases debts for a fraction of their face value in
bundled portfolios and partners with individuals, faith-based organizations, local and state governments, foundations and corporations to empower donors by converting every dollar contributed into $100 of medical debt relief on average.
Undue partners with hospitals, health systems and physician groups to acquire medical debt for abolishment. Undue rose to national prominence on an episode of HBO’s “Last Week Tonight” with John Oliver in which Undue facilitated the abolishment of $15M in medical debt. To learn more, visit: UndueMedicalDebt.org
About Fr. Bill Terry

Fr. Terry has appeared on/in  CNN, NBC, The Los Angeles Times, London Times and many local media stations as an advocate for victims of violence and social justice advocacy.  He was instrumental in creating the Victims of Violence Memorial working with local artists located on Esplanade Ave. at St. Anna’s Church. He has served on the Boards of the New Orleans Musicians Foundation, and Rising Sun LLC (community mental health).  He was chaplain of Addiction Recovery Ministries of Louisiana and was a member of the Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana and the Executive Board of the Diocese.  He is a Priest Associate of the Society of Our Lady of Walsingham.  Father Terry was Rector of St. Anna’s Episcopal Church for 20 years retiring as Rector in 2023. While Rector he  received the Martin Luther King, Jr. Jazz Award in 2011 and St. Anna’s was named the “Best Community Outreach Church” garnering a Trumpet Award. St. Anna’s  also received the Best Community Church Award from The Human Rights Commission. While at St. Anna he lead the church to establish a Community Center called Dodwell House with a community investment of over $2,500,000.  Currently Fr. Terry has been appointed as Vicar pro tempore of Mount Olivet Church. He is also Adjunct Faculty and Chaplain at the Tulane University School of Medicine for over nine years. 


