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A MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP                                

Let us pray. 

Come Holy Spirit, and make us alive.

In your hands we rest; in the cup of whose 

hands sailed an ark, rudderless, without 

mast.

In your hands we rest; who was to make 

of the aimless wandering of the ark a new 

beginning for the world.

In your hands we rest; ready and content 

this day.  Amen

 

 Grace and peace to you my broth-

ers and sisters in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  I welcome you to the 

of Louisiana.  I am so happy to see all of you, 

working together in the love of God and one 

another. 

 Before I begin my address I ask that 

you indulge me with personal privilege.  

-

ing.  Firstly, I would like to thank Mr. Hugh 

in this place.  As you are probably already 

-

-

-

their graduates and where they are headed 

-

liday who helped with the audio/visual and 

and Nancy Ward who helped with food.  

who rounded up the vendors and exhibitors.  

We have two special people from outside 

has held this job for the past 12 years.  He 
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FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                   
Alexander his tricks of the trade and training her 

-

peel who is in charge of miracle stories you will 

Marsha Wade.  Her task was to make sure we 

in a form that makes sense according to our 

canons and by-laws.  Last but not least Canon 

with both feet as if she had been doing this 

many individuals were called upon to help and 

they responded kindly.  

your Bishop I want to share with you the meta-

and a friend of mine, Annie, prefers watercolor.   

easels out on the lawn.  What a lovely way to 

express your love for God, on canvas.  But paint-

what is in your heart for others to observe and 

amazing.  I have learned so much and you have 

-

Center.  And, we have wept together over the 

many priests and deacons funerals. These ex-

this freedom permits freedom to explore, free-

dom to risk, freedom to test ideas.  Freedom is 

-

ferent and new.  While not all were successful, 

commitment is coming to a close and we have 

learned so much.  Some things we will keep 

but the program is a tool in our bag for the fu-

ture.  Now we are looking at new ways to yoke 

each parish will be able to call its own rector.  In 

method of placing a priest of my choosing with 

If they dance well together then we have a call.  

very well.     
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                                       FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                   
-

cese took place mid year.  It began with Fr. Mark 

-

-

municants are directed to the Canon.  While 

-

much on a phone.  I began to explore ways to 

reduce the workload and spread the responsi-

-

           Somewhere around August, Mark visited 

me at home and announced that he was leaving 

-

-

ing others will tell you that a change in person-

good people and both Mark and Billie were very 

to explore with new eyes and new experiences.  

The canvas begins to take shape in ways that 

-

church ministry and I am thrilled they were will-

months, I came to see how compartmentalized 

-

the process of moving all personnel under one 

and spend part of Wednesday and Thursday in 

agreed to provide a room out of which to work. 

declined.  I am happy to announce that they 

will be cleared of all personnel and the process 

Church that we will honor our monetary com-

-

-
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FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                
do with the Grace Church property on Canal St. 

for four years now and we have dealt with this 

It is the grace that keeps on giving.  However I 

want to share a bright spot with you.

 Several months ago I shared with the 

-

-

the property on Canal St.  In the middle of last 

vacated the property.  Suddenly we were back 

hospital just a few blocks away and the increas-

ing property value in the neighborhood.  The 

area surrounding the property is experiencing 

a resurgence of families and businesses. We 

recalled the early history of Grace Church as a 

other groups.  The opera guild has long prac-

excitement grew and suddenly we were paint-

ing a picture of a place where we saw enormous 

-

bator for ministries.  A place where we would 

kind of ministries that bring hope to the com-

munity.   Providing space would help these 

out into the world.  Because we will have more 

room, a possibility might be to help give life to 

a church that needs a hand in forming a con-

then send them into the world and make room 

for another church to grow roots.  What a joy it 

would be to be able to help people of God grow 

then redistributed into the community to give 

life is what we are about. Grace has space for 

that we simply cannot handle at the Noland 

-

is that big, but who knows?   

-

-

comes All”.  Being a place of hope and resurrec-

world. 

 Another use for the Canal St. property 

will be to house the Living With Purpose fellows 

to do with the present diocesan property on 

Seventh St. surfaced.   We do not wish the sell 

the property.  It would be nice to leave the next 

Bishop a source of income to be used for mis-
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-

nesses.  This could be accomplished with very 

be to reconstruct the interior into apartments.  

The goal is to create income for ministries. 

Which brings me to the funding of the property 

on Canal St.

 We are looking into tax credits since the 

The goal is to fully fund the project by tax cred-

its, private funding and if necessary with income 

from the current property on Seventh St.  

her work at Angola Prison.  This year we will do 

covenant we are all called to serve Christ.  We 

do this by telling our stories of coming to know 

Christ, or by lending ourselves to service for the 

poor, the broken, and the disadvantaged.  This 

to the BAMA fund but instead of dividing it into 

the diocese in the form of missional grants.  By 

missional I mean mission work that directly 

In other words, you must get your hands dirty 

poor.  This money is not to be used to sup-

port an absentee ministry, such as giving to the 

homeless shelter unless you physically go and 

be used for scholarships in our schools, but it 

can be used to establish a reading program in 

your church where parishioners help mentor 

students in reading.  These grants are hands-

that will help create guidelines and distribute 

the funds that will become available at the end 

of this year, making the grants useable in year 

of these.

 My friends, I have laid on the canvas 

-

have come to know.  Whether in our work, or 

home, or school, we have the opportunity to be 

the face of Christ to someone who needs hope.  

It may be a simple acknowledgment that we are 

concerned about a co-worker struggling with a 

may be a friend who is confused by heavy deci-

sions that are knocking at the door.  Whatever 

it may be, we are called to bring Christ to the 

world.  

the poet Maya Angelou was asked about les-

her mother.  Ms Angelou said:

“I would say she encouraged me to develop 

courage.  And she taught me by being coura-

and, I think, becoming courageous, I realized 

it.”

And you develop it by doing small, courageous 

things, small things, but things that cost exer-
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5/18: 

6/1: 

6/18: Christ Church, Covington

6/15: 

FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                
Christ for the world we sing! The world to 

Christ we bring…  This is our theme for this con-

-

nal.  Christ for the world we sing!  The world to 

Christ we bring, with loving zeal, with fervent 

prayer, with one accord, with joyful song.  This is 

our charge as faithful, loving and broken people, 

to bring to the world a story that has no begin-

ning, it has always been and will be.  And, every 

human being is already in this story by being 

-

cal image but the image of Love.  God calls each 

of us to be courageous in pouring out the love 

God has showered upon us, to draw us out the 

love of others.  This is missional work, it is evan-

gelism, it is the most important work we will 

ever share.    

 I give thanks every day for your witness in 

every one of us and give us courage to do the 

work set before us.  

Bishop’s 
Journal: 

January 1st to 
April 28th

January 1: 

-

ily.

January 2: 

January 3: Work on my sermon for Sunday and 

other teachings. No appointments.

January 4:

Sharp at Grace Memorial in Hammond. As this is 

January 5: 

into the communion. Following the service there 

January 6: 

January 7: 

We have a good turnout. Time is spent checking 

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule
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                                       FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE

work of the ordained. We have lunch and gather 

again for a brief word and then depart for the day. 

-

receive three inmates. This ministry is so impor-

night.

January 8: I meet Fr. Chad Jones in the Baton 

relaxed and at home. From what I hear from his 

-

leans late that evening.

January 9:

-

-

driving her around and showing the diversity of 

March.

January 10: Sermon work in the morning and 

Shannon Manning, Chris Speed, our Chancel-

lor Cove Geary and Vice-Chancellor Susan Talley. 

There is a lot to learn. Following the lunch Chris, 

-

someone who wishes to be part of our discern-

ment process.

January 11: 

January 12: I awake, do my usual stretches, and 

then my wacky back freezes. Not much I can do 

Bayou du Large where I receive one communi-

the vestry treats us to a lovely meal and then we 

to rest my back.

January 13:

rest my back.

January 14: I work from home trying to get my 

back into shape.

January 15: -

-

-

Manning to do some catchup work and an intern 

January 16: The day begins with a video confer-

lunch but I am energized at the end of the day by 

January 17: The morning is spent working on 

the airport to Commanders where we dine with 

Lee and Lynn Crean for a lovely night. The Pre-

siding Bishop is in town to meet with youth and 
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FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                
January 18: I drive the Presiding Bishop to St. 

where she and I met with the media for a press 

conference. The service, Seeking Christ in

All People is a powerful witness to the city and 

the spirit of new beginnings. The Presiding Bish-

they have done and are doing.

January 19: -

-

garding my views on race and the service we

held the day before.

January 20-22: 

MS to for some family business.

January 23: 

January 24: Sermon work and correspondence.

January 25: No appointments.

January 26:

of their new church. Things are really shaping up 

be by the end of summer. I am proud of this con-

homelessness.

January 27: -

land Security regarding previous work at Grace 

Church, Canal St.

January 28: No appointments for the day. Time to 

catch up.

January 29: No appointments for the day. Spend 

January 30: Meet with Bishop Brown in the morn-

ing. It is nice to have a colleague with whom to 

and we go out to dinner.

January 31: -

February 1:

February 2: 

February 3: I meet with one of my priests over 

-

February 4: 

the mission of the church. The day ends with my 

February 5:

-
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                                       FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE

as their rector.

February 6: Canon Manning and I drive to Innis 

-

ings. I meet with a young man from out of town

who is interested in the priesthood. The day 

February 7: I work on sermon material.

February 8: I travel to the Solomon Center for a 

visit.

February 9: 

-

ner and celebrate. This is followed by a very nice 

February 10:

-

to visit Stephen and Amanda Crawford. Stephen 

is in his last semester of seminary and God willing 

will be ordained a priest this summer. While at 

February 11: 

also interview seminarians who might be poten-

intrigued by the ages of those we interview. With 

Seminary is being able to visit with my son Mor-

February 12: We have a couple more interviews 

and then drive to the airport. Upon arriving, due 

to the weather paralyzing the south and east, we 

are not going to be able to visit our last stop, Bex-

day.

February 13: 

Next year maybe we should visit seminaries in the 

fall.

February 14: 

spent catching up from being out for four days.

February 15: No appointments.

February 16: 

preach. Following the service we have a wonder-

February 17: -

meet with Mother Alexander and the vestry. I 

enjoy hearing all the good work taking place. They 

are growing and have a good spirit about them. 

February 18: -
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prepare for the noon service at the Cathedral. I 

try to celebrate the third Tuesday of every month. 

Before service I have a phone conference regard-

can tell she loves her job by the way she speaks 

of her students. It is a joy to observe her enthusi-

drive to Christ Church, Covington to meet with 

their vestry. The vestry has a joyful spirit and it 

does my heart good to witness.

February 19: 

-

is feeling the tug to keep up with the growth. 

in this ministry. That evening I have dinner with

School. The school is strong and growing. I stay 

February 20: 

-

February 21: I drive to Christ School in Covington 

elementary ages, the second with middle school-

ers and the third with the senior high students. 

they wanted me to answer. A frightening posi-

the students I meet with a couple of teachers to 

Virginia and her friend.

February 22:

February 23: I drive to Grace, Hammond for my 

-

a very nice day that ended by having lunch with 

-

ship is evident in the way he speaks to them. Paul 

February 24:

return phone calls from the weekend.

February 25: 

is in his twilight of chaplaincy at Tulane Medical 

School. He has been a faithful pastor to many 

-

February 26:

-

noon is spent with friends in town for Mardi Gras. 

They are in for a treat!

February 27: 

FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                
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returning phone calls and doing paper work.

February 28: 

March 1:

of town guest tonight.

March 2: -

end.

March 3 & 4:

and Mardi Gras.

March 5: For Ash Wednesday, I celebrate the 

noon service at the Cathedral. The season of Lent 

gears a bit and focuses on the deeper truths of 

-

March 6: The day begins with my annual visit with 

who might be moving to Louisiana. Later in the 

individual who has a passion and drive to tell the 

March 7:

March 8: -

ence.

March 9: -

-

able spirit to have been without a rector for so 

long.

March 10: -

March 11: I have my annual physical and it turns 

-

Archdeacon Maumas regarding

-

noon begins with calendaring with Agatha

-

March 12: I spend much of the day working on 

March 13: -

ing touches on the address and going over other 

a phone conference regarding Bishops Against 

out to dinner to thank them for all the good work 

they have been doing to get us ready for our 

cancer.

March 14:

ones. It is a good beginning.

March 15:

reports of how ministry has changed lives. With-

at noon.

March 16: 

to Philadelphia, PA to be with my sister and help 

                                       FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE
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plan the funeral for John.

March 19: 

personality.

March 20: -

leans.

March 21:

Allen, TX. I leave early and arrive around 3 pm.

March 21-26: House of Bishops.

March 27: -

ence regarding All Saints School in Vicksburg, 

Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas are the own-

ing dioceses.

March 28: Cannon Manning and I drive to the 

March 29: The retreat ends before lunch. I stay 

of the conference center then head home.

March 30: The morning begins by traveling to 

preach, and celebrate. It is a wonderful day and 

the spirits are high. In the evening I travel to 

-

in the evening.

March 31:

It was nice catching up.

April 1: 

St. property. I stay for an hour or so but have to 

hit the road and travel to Montgomery, AL where 

to Montgomery.

April 2:

for the bed.

April 3: 

April 4: 

panel discussion. The topic centers on the life of a 

clergy spouse. With 32 years under her belt, I

wonder what she will say? I am very lucky to be 

married to someone who loves people and

I meet with someone interested in leaving

April 5: 

April 6:

-

very painful back and other issues. Following the 

spend about an hour with the Acolytes answering 

-

FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE                                                
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and then a wonderful meal of fried chicken. St. 

James was a wonderful host.

April 7:

April 8: The day is going to be a full day. It begins 

-

an-based company. Later I have a conference

-

palians.

April 9-April 12:

the Gospel of Peace. This gathering was born out 

-

throughout the US and the world. It was a power-

ful event. Both the Archbishop of Canterbury, Jus-

Schori addressed the crowd.  

April 13: 

we were treated to lunch by Spencer Lindsay and 

April 14: Holy Week. We host the clergy at the 

-

al of Vows. Following, we all share a nice meal. 

I gain so much energy from being around the 

clergy. I am very grateful for their ministry. In the 

April 15:

followed by calendaring with Canon Manning and 

evening and Sunday.

April 16: Canon Manning and I do some catch up 

work and then I have a phone conference with 

members of Bishops Against Gun Violence.

April 17:

Cathedral. Mother Bridget Tierney preached a

April 18:

April 19: -

late Saturday night.

April 20: -

dral. The day was wonderful with superb music. 

-

rishioners at home for lunch.

April 21: 

April 22:

-

April 23: -

lunch to discuss some of the issues on which the 

April 24: The day begins with an early breakfast 

phone conference with Priscilla Maumus regard-

                                       FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE
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April 25:

then make my way to the Solomon Center for the 

-

end.

April 26 & 27:

April 28: 

architects and then I head to 

OUT & ABOUT                                                         

@ Christ Church, Slidell

Saturday, May 17

10 am to 4 pm

1534 Seventh Street in Slidell

For more info, call 985.643.4531 

or email 

Secretary of the Diocese:  Marsha Wade

Treasurer of the Diocese:  

 

 

 Amelia Arthur

     Ann Ball

   John Musser, IV

    

 Caroline Carson

Save the Date for the 178th Convention: 
February 27-28, 2015
Trinity, New Orleans

Election Results
From Convention 
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                                                     OUT & ABOUT

Episcopal Health Ministries 
Visits Our Diocese

-

 is the theme for the health ministers, parish nurses and oth-

ers interested in health and spirituality. 

-

-

our experiences, learn from others, and create new partnerships in this 

great city!”

here

St. James is to dedicate those funds that represent 

in great physical or spiritual need.

As an integral part of its outreach mission to the 

local and diocesan community, St. James annually 

-

form 

-

May 15 to 

church@stjamesbr.org.

St. James, Baton Rouge 
Offers Outreach Grants
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OUT & ABOUT                                                         

St. Anna’s, NO Introduces 
Urban Episcopal Academy

move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

The groundwork was laid and a nod of support was received from Grace Church, St. Francisville, St. James, 

made. The facts presented were brutal. Included were the following: 

lack of opportunity, and poverty. That said, no child is born as a violent perpetrator, no child chooses to live 
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                                                     OUT & ABOUT

-

pated outcome and goal of the school would be to create Tax Payers of these children. It said a lot and in this 

singular vision communicated a universal hope which includes excellent stewardship. 

-

Get Involved: 

Churches already engaged in this witness:

-
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Update on St. Matthew’s, Houma

-

ing the church building, we lost one 

of our school buildings, as well as 

our Parish Hall, which was actually 

part of the church structure.  From 

that day, though — and every day 

since — we have been blessed with 

-

cial and spiritual, from our wider 

family.  

I was privileged and honored to 

have the opportunity to update 

that has been accomplished thus 

that the rebuild will be complete in 

viewing the slides:  “that some nice 

new digs you got there!”

for me this event has been trans-

of God — which came to me in part through my wonderful parishioners, our community, and all of you!  I 

more deeply that the church is not the building, but her people.  And also, that God in Christ can and does 

give new life — and can raise us up even from the dust and ashes!
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Atrium Gallery Opening at Christwood

4:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

2nd Annual Double Dog Dare You Crock 

accepts the First Prize Golden Spoon for 

RK

-
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Seniors Heading to LSU?

would like your assistance in making contact with 

in the fall. If you would be so kind as to send me 

to introduce them to our ministries and programs. 

-

four very friendly student interns who are good at 

Click here

-

health issues such as obesity, diabetes, heart dis-

and adults.

We have found that we live in a city where family; 

are obese. Also, the prevalence of obesity in Louisi-

Through partnership with many local vendors and 

environment.

campus is home to a vibrant, diverse, and growing 

world. We believe we are blessed to be part of the 

back to the community is our fundamental goal. 

10 am to 5:30 pm

St. Luke’s, NO Health Fair
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Ball made announcements, introduced speakers and executed events with “bell” precision.

-

-

Maude Sharp and music by violinist Constanta Lungu of Southeastern Louisiana University.  

 

-

-

The 127th Gathering of the ECW
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-

-

ness, the plenary session was adjourned.

 

-

-

-
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-

 

weather, and speakers who demonstrated joy in service. 



                           LAST LOOK                            

The clergy of the diocese pause on the steps of Christ 

Please note the change in mailing 

address for all correspondence:

Diocese of  Louisiana

1623 Seventh St

New Orleans, LA 70115

phone: 504.895.6634


