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Submitted by the RevÕd Ken Ritter

Trinity Episcopal Church, Baton Rouge, 
hosted its Þrst annual First Responder 
Luncheon to honor and thank its com-
munity Þrst responders such as Þremen, 
police and medical teams.  The luncheon 
was held on the anniversary of the tragic 
events of September 11, 2001.  

About 120 Þrst responders attended, 
and they were treated to a barbeque 
chicken lunch with all the trimmings 
served by Trinity parishioners under the 

direction of Mother Karen Gay.  

Fr. Ritter says the event was very suc-
cessful and that the Day School students 
even helped prepare by drawing place-
mats for tables and making other deco-
rations.  The children also sang patriotic 
songs for the Þrst responders and then 
thanked them.

Later, many students took tours of the 
Þre trucks and ambulances assembled 
outside of Trinity for the event.

(Top):  Trinity Day School, Baton Rouge, students tour a fire truck after the First Responders 
luncheon.

Trinity, Baton Rouge, Hosts 
First Responders Luncheon
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Meetings
Plan Year 2008

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 
2007

ACTIVE EMPLOYEES
METAIRIE, LA 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

St. MartinÕs Episcopal School
5309 Airline Drive
Metairie, LA
504-736-9980

BATON ROUGE, LA 
6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

St. James Episcopal Church
205 North Fourth Street
Baton Rouge, LA
225-387-5141

RETIREES ONLY
BATON ROUGE/NEW ORLEANS 
3:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Diocesan Offices via Video 
Conferencing

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most RevÕd Dr. Rowan Williams, has 
graciously accepted an invitation by 
Bishop Charles Jenkins to preach at 
an Ecumenical worship service on 
Thursday, September 20 beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Morial Conven-
tion Center in New Orleans.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.  Regis-
trants who did not receive their tick-
ets at church can pick them up at the 
box ofÞce on September 20th.

We look forward to seeing you 
there!

Service Featuring 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury on 
Thursday

The OfÞce of the Bishop announces 
that Archdeacon Dennis McManis, Oper-
ations Director for the OfÞce of Disaster 
Response, has accepted a call to a new 
ministry as the Canon for Mission and 
Outreach in the Diocese of Southwest 
Florida, effective January 1, 2008. While 
this is indeed a great loss to the bishopÕs 
staff, and to the diocese as a whole, 
Bishop Jenkins offers his congratulations 
to Archdeacon McManis and wishes him 
well in his new cure.

Dennis joined our diocese in October 
2005 and has been responsible for de-
veloping and overseeing the OfÞce of Di-
saster ResponseÕs programs to meet the 
unmet community needs of New Orleans 
and South Louisiana in this post-Katrina 
environment. Through his leadership, the 
work of dedicated staff members, dioc-

esan deacons and the thousands of vol-
unteers who have come to help us, the 
Diocese of Louisiana has served over 
275,000 people, transforming both those 
we serve as well as those of us who have 
served.

Please offer prayers of thanksgiving for 
DennisÕ ministry among us.

Archdeacon McManis Accepts New Cure

Archdeacon McManis



The 12th annual WomenÕs Spiritu-
ality Through Creativity Retreat will 
be held October 11-14 at the Solomon 
Episcopal Conference Center.

To learn more and register, visit 
the Solomon Episcopal Conference 
Center website at www.solepisc.org

Women Invited to 
Creativy Retreat at SECC

The Third Sunday Concert Series 
began its eighteenth season of free 
concerts at Christ Church, Coving-
ton, on Sunday, September 16.

All concerts in the series begin at 
5 p.m. and are free and open to the 
public.  Childcare is available for 
children under age six and a spe-
cial seating section is provided for 
children who wish to sit closer to the 
performers.

A reception of wine and hor 
dÕoeuvres follows each concert so 
that the audience can meet the mu-
sicians.  

October 21: Angilray (ßute, viola 
and harp)

November 18: Musical Theatre 
from SLU

December 16: Southeastern 
Brass

January 20: Nancy Ross Assaf 
and John Paquette (soprano and 
tenor)

February 17: Musica

April 20: Dennis Parker and Jan 
Grimes (cello and piano)

May 18: The Rites of Swing

Christ Church, Covington 
Concert Series Begins

Submitted by Mary Ann Armstrong

Sounding the Trumpet of Reconcili-
ation and Restoration through the gift 
of Repentance

About 40 intercessors representing 
the student body of EHS and several 
churches in Baton Rouge gathered at 
Episcopal School of Baton RougeÕs 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd for 
an evening of prayer for reconcilia-
tion and restoration through the gift 
of repentance.  The service opened 
with Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
followed by songs to prepare hearts 
for worship, repentance and interces-
sion.  The evening was led by Slater 
Armstrong who presented a video of 
clips showing the relevance and im-
pact of slavery on our present day ra-
cial unrest, documenting research on 
its impact, and featuring recent Walks 
of Repentance including that of the 
Archbishops of York and Canterbury 
for the participation of the Church in 
this horrendous practice.  

The video points to the brokeness of 
our society and testiÞes to the last-
ing consequences of the dehuman-
ization of slavery as we practiced it. 
The removal of fathers and the tear-
ing apart of families has had a last-
ing legacy, borne out in our cities to-
day, expressed in a loss of identity, 
personhood, and the value of life. It 
demonstrates that we cannot move 
on as a whole society until we fully 
and corporately address the need for 
forgiveness and reconciliaton, and 

repent of our own prejudices that 
keep the walls of injustice in place. 
This forgiveness and reconciliaton 
needs to be sought Þrst by those 
who will stand to represent the white 
ÒChristianÓ slave masters. This action 
opens the way for the oppressed to 
be released from the prison of bitter-
ness, resentment, and hatred, and 
for the Lord to truly bless our nation 
and society, and speciÞcally the re-
building of a new, safer, and better 
New Orleans.

Sudan was also highlighted to point 
out that not only have they suffered 
the longest under the industry of slav-
ery, but that they are still under the 
full weight of this oppression and the 
terror of genocide. We also learned 
of their prophetic voice. They have 
in their joyful worship the message 
that calls the church and the world to 
prepare the way of the Lord through 
taking up the cross, calling for true 
reconciliation as brothers and sisters. 
This is their destiny in scripture which 
redeems their stolen identity and re-
stores their God ordained purpose. 
(see Zephaniah 3:9-10 and Matthew 
12:42)

The video was followed by the Great 
Litany and The Litany of Penitence.  
Stacey Rhodes led us in a time of 
small group prayer after a short 
teaching on intercession.  Our chief 
prayer points were for the House of 
Bishops, New Orleans, and Sudan, 
closing with singing Amazing Grace.

Service of Reconciliation, Restoration 
at Chapel of the Good Sheperd

Slater in Sudan this past May at the clergy education for ministry conference with Bishop Andudu 
Adam Elnail of the Diocese of Kadugli Nuba .

The annual Joy Conference for Women 
will be held October 19-21 at the Solo-
mon Episcopal Conference Center.

This is the longest running womenÕs re-
treat at SECC.  Women over the age of 
12 are invited to attend.

The focus of this yearÕs retreat is learn-
ing how to make courageous, Godly 

choices in life.

The conference costs $175 for adults 
and $115 for anyone 17 and under.

You can register online at www.thesolo-
moncenter.org.

Call Tanja at 985.748.6634 with any 
questions.

Joy Conference Approaches

Submitted by Katie Mears

The Gutting & Rebuilding Program 
is working on rebuilding a house for 
a family that moved back into their 
house in July after rebuilding from 
Hurricane Katrina.

A neighbor began working on his 
house and there was an electrical 
Þre.  The neighborÕs house burned 
completely, but our familyÕs house 
suffered substantial damage.

The house is repairable, but the 
family is out of money.  They are liv-
ing in a trailer again and need assis-
tance Þxing the burned framing.

We will be working from 8-3 p.m. on 
September 28 & 29th to repair this 
house.  We seek help from anyone 
with carpentry skills.  We will provide 
all the tools.  For more information 
or to volunteer, please contact Katie 
Mears at 504.258.9441.

Gutting Program Needs 
Skilled Carpenters


