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New Orleans Children 
Enjoy Camp Ubuntu

St. Alban’s Hosts 
“Lunch with C.S. Lewis”
Beginning August 29, St. AlbanÕs 

Chapel will host a weekly lunch each 
Wednesday from 11:30-12:20 p.m. 
for LSU students, both graduate and 
undergraduate.

The focus of these lunches will be 
a discussion of C.S. LewisÕ ÒThe 
Screwtape Letters.Ó  This is the sec-
ond year that St. AlbanÕs has hosted 
ÒLunch with C.S. Lewis.Ó  

C.S. Lewis is the author of the 
ÒChronicles of NarniaÓ series, and 
he authored many popular writings 
on Christianity.  Lewis was an Anglican 
and an academic who was a skep-
tic for most of his life.  Therefore, 
Lewis was able to sympathize with 
those who directed hard questions 
to Christians and successfully pre-

Camp Ubuntu, a day shelter, sum-
mer camp and resource center for 
youth located at St. LukeÕs Episcopal 
Church, New Orleans, concluded on 
August 9 with a celebration and talent 
show.  The RevÕd Will Hood opened 
the doors of St. PaulÕs to host this 
celebration.

Camp UbuntuÕs goal was to create 
an environment full of ubuntu, the 
Bantu spiritual principle central to the 
theology of Desmond Tutu as a way 
to rebuild community in the image of 
GodÕs Kingdom.

Many of the youth who attended 
are traumatized by the after-effects 
of Hurricane Katrina.  They struggle 
with many physical, mental and emo-
tional challenges.  Dr. Courtney Cow-
art, Strategic Director for the OfÞce 
of Disaster Response, came up with 
the idea for the camp when she real-
ized that tragedy can be a platform 
for transformation.

Children from ages 6-19 
attended.  Helen Mac-
Cullum, site coordinator 
at St. LukeÕs, said the 
camp began with about 
15-20 children showing 
up daily, but had around 
120 by the end of sum-
mer.  Children ages 14 
and older took on the 
responsibility of team 
leader by looking after 
younger children.

In the afternoon, chil-
dren were put into teams 
and participated in vari-
ous stations such as art, 
outdoor games, comput-
er games and research, 
reading, creative writ-
ing and story-telling and 
indoor games like pool 
and Gameboy.  Lunch 
was usually provided by 
Mobile Loaves Ôn Fish-
es, a ministry of Trinity 
Church, New Orleans, 
and the OfÞce of Disaster 
Response.

As the days passed, MacCullum 
said she witnessed a positive change 
in the children.

ÒYou could see a subtle change in 
the kids at the beginning, and then 
they would start to smile and become 
extroverted in the photographs that 
were taken,Ó she said. ÒEven their art 
changed.  Many of them went from 
using dark to bright colors and more 
lighthearted subject matter.Ó

MacCullum said she will always re-
member how the children learned to 
Òlove and trustÓ her.

ÒThey would greet me in the morn-
ings so early and yet so happy,Ó she 
said. ÒThey had this radical welcome 
with so much cheerfulness for me 
and for each other that I will never 
forget.Ó

MacCullum said volunteers were in-
strumental in the camp, and that the 
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The Diocesan Youth Commission 
extends an invitation for youth in 
grades 6-12 to begin the new program 
year with a tubing trip down the Amite 
River.  

The event will be held at Tiki Tubing in 
Denham Springs on Saturday, August 18.  
Youth under age 18 must bring a 
signed release form.  This form can 
be found on the Tiki Tubing website.  
Each person or church group must 
pay their fees directly to Tiki Tubing.  
Youth and adult sponsors should ar-
rive for tubing at 9:30 a.m.

Check out the youth blog, http://
edolayouth.blogspot.com/, for more 
details.

Diocesan Youth 
Plan Tubing Trip
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A camper prepares to demonstrate his peace-keeping ka-
rate skills with instructor Alvin Hewitt.  About 15 children 
attended peace-keeping karate sessions after camp each 
day.  Several yellow belts were awarded.
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All priests and deacons within the 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana are in-
vited to attend a ÔDay with the Bishop,Õ 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 21 be-
ginning at 11 a.m.   This is the second 
ÔDay with the BishopÕ this summer, 
and Bishop Jenkins hopes to make 
them a tradition.

Bishop Jenkins encourages those 
who plan to attend to read ÒCommunion 
Matters: A Study Document for the 
Episcopal ChurchÓ in preparation for 
discussion.  This document can be 
found online.  Attendees might also 
wish to read the first chapter of 
Michael RamseyÕs, ÒThe Gospel 
and the Catholic ChurchÓ and the 
section on Michael Ramsey in the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan 
WilliamsÕ, ÒAnglican Identities.Ó

Clergy who would like to attend 
must reply to Agatha Townsend at 
504.895.2401 by August 15.  Lunch 
will be provided and the event will 
be held at St. AugustineÕs Episcopal 
Church, 3412 Haring Road, Metairie. 

Day with the Bishop 
Planned sented Christianity in terms that many skeptics could receive.

 ÒWe draw Christians from all over the denomination and theological map, 
and then we get some kids who are just hungry and willing to listen,Ó the 
RevÕd Drew Rollins, chaplain of St. AlbanÕs, reports.

A catered lunch is provided free for students and they also receive a free 
copy of the book.

St. AlbanÕs welcomes any who wish to attend.

ÒThis is a ministry of hospitality and teaching,Ó Rollins said. ÒWe would like to 
send out an invitation to anyone who wants to come and see what we do.Ó
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children loved playing with the 
Òbig kids.Ó  She is especially 
thankful for the Americorp 
VISTA volunteers with whom 
Camp Ubuntu partnered.  

ÒThe volunteers were really 
there for the kids,Ó she said. ÒI 
am really proud of everyone.Ó 

VISTA volunteers even agreed 
to partner with Camp Ubuntu 
in the future if they decide 
to host the camp again next 
summer.

MacCullum sees the camp as 
a huge success and is hoping 

that it can transition into an after-school program and continue next sum-
mer.

ÒCamp Ubuntu did well by its mission statement,Ó she said.  ÒIt has been very 
transforming for kids who started off angry, sad and lonely but who are now 
happy.  The kids knew it was a sacred space that was safe to play and pray 
and claim as their own.Ó

(Above):  During the closing celebra-
tion for Camp Ubuntu, children and 
adults who attended the celebration 
sing to Mariah CareyÕs, ÒThe Greatest 
Love of All.Ó

(Left): A camper smiles for the camera.

(Left); Fr. Rollins chats with 
students during a meeting 
of ÒLunch with C.S. LewisÓ 
last year.
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ConÞrmation at 
Christ Church, Covington
Submitted by Susan GrifÞs

The Rt. RevÕd James B. Brown, 
retired Bishop of Louisiana, graced 
Christ Church with his presence on 
May 20, 2007.  Bishop Brown cele-
brated the Eucharist, preached, and 
by the laying on of hands, conÞrmed 
and received parishioners who had 
prepared for this occasion.

Pictured from left to right: 

Pictured from left to right: (front row) Tyler 
Porter, Michelle Gallagher, Jamie Barowka, 
Mary Hosch, Allie Beth McPherson, (second 
row) Mary Lou Robinson, Elizabeth Bedikian, 
Claire Geary, Bradley Trimble, Meagan Hefte, 
Spike Hosch, (back row) David Horton, Bishop 
Brown, Jimmy Brown
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