E-News from the Diocese of Louisiana

Holy Comforter Hosts
Organ Recital

The Chapel of the Holy Comforter in col-
laboration with the Music Department of
the University of New Orleans presented
a an organ concert by James Hammann
on July 22. Hammann is chapel music
director and on the faculty of the UNO
Music Department.

Entitled “Made in America,” the program
featured music composed by musicians
who live or spent their creative lives
in major cities surrounding the Great
Lakes area of the United States.

The appreciative audience was
composed of students working on
music appreciation projects, neigh-
borhood residents, area organists and
parishioners. After the recital all were
invited to create ice cream sundaes
from a large variety of ingredients in the
Bishop Jones Student Center.

Submitted by Jim Hammann

LECA Plans Meeting
with Bishop

Louisiana Episcopal Clergy Asso-
ciation (LECA) will host a conversa-
tion with Bishop Charles Jenkins at
the Solomon Episcopal Conference
Center on Wednesday, October 3.
The subject will be the House of
Bishops September meeting in New
Orleans. Morning prayer will be
read at 9:45 a.m, and the meeting
with the Bishop will follow at 10 a.m.
Lunch will be served at noon. The
cost for meeting and lunch is $21.
All clergy of the diocese are invited.
Please notify SECC of your intention
to attend by registering online at the
SECC website.
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New Early Learning Center Begins Enrolimel

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
New Orleans, has opened an Early
Learning Center in response to the
growing need for child care in the city
post-Katrina. The Center is currently
enrolling children for the fall term,
beginning August 20.

Several groups have identified child-
care as the second highest priority
for the recovery and re-population of
New Orleans, ranking only after af-
fordable housing.

“Parents have a particularly des-
perate need for quality child care
for the youngest children, infants to
three years,” Kathy Smith, Director
of St. Andrew’s ELC, said.

The center is located on St. Andrew’s
campus and offers care to children of
families of all income levels, races,
religions, genders and ethnic origins.
Currently, 25 percent of families

must qualify for financial assistance,
but the center hopes to increase this
number to 50 percent in the future.

St. Andrew’s Early Learning Center

is committed to providing a quality
developmental program for chil-
dren ages 18 months to 4-years-
old, a population that is generally
underserved. Funded, in part, by a
Diocesan Congregational Ministry
Initiative Grant, the curriculum ad-
dresses physical, social, emotional
and cognitive needs of the chil-
dren.

The Early Learning Center is open
year-round from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. For more
information about the program or to
enroll a child, please contact Kathy
Smith, Director, at saeyoungest@
gmail.com or 504.865.1347.

Read more in this fall's issue of
Churchwork.

Bishop Conbrms Six at Church of the Beloved, Goodh

Bishop Jenkins poses with Maggie McConnell, Lillian Gondolfi, Rene Pagan,
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Kellie Trowbridge, James B. Tomkins and Tanya Self following the confirmation service

Bishop Charles E. Jenkins confirmed or re-
ceived six members at Church of the Beloved,
a new mission station in Goodbee, on June 3.

Church of the Beloved began five years
ago when a small group of people met
for home fellowship, Bible study, commu-

nion and healing prayer. As the group
expanded, it moved to the La Quinta Inn
and Suites near 1-12 in Covington. Ser-
vices are now held there each Sunday
at5p.m.

Beloved is an outreach of Holy Spirit
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CPG Employer Healthcare

Benepbts Survey

Many church administrators have
probably noticed by now the num-
ber of surveys and requests for in-
formation they have received from
the Church Pension Group. These
may seem a little daunting, but the
focus of all this work is really about
the church as an institution and its
overall “wellness”. The surveys are
important and the data and infor-
mation produced from them will be
instrumental in formulating recom-
mendations that will influence the
course of employee benefits for the
church and its employees for the
next 10-20 years. If you haven’t
already completed the Employer
Healthcare Benefits Questionnaire
#A147, please support this impor-
tant work by doing so. If you have
lost your User ID, you may contact
Anne Hurst at CPG by email a147in-
fo@cpg.org or by phone at 800-223-
6602 ext. 9405.

Submitted by Jennifer Hirstius

Taize Service Encourages

Meditation

Trinity Episcopal Church, New Orleans,
holds a Taize service each week in the
chapel at 6 p.m. The service includes
simple instrument accompaniment and
prayer. It is offered for the recovery of
the city and for protection against violent
weather during hurricane season.

Please call Albinas Prizgintas, Director
of Music Ministries, for additional infor-
mation at aprizgintas@trinitynola.com.

Submitted by Albinas Prizgintas

To have your news included in
Churchwork or E-dola, please
contact Heather Parker at
news@edola.org
or
(225) 706-6634, ext. 114

Women Invited to 12th Annual Creativity Retreat

Solomon Episcopal Conference Center
will host the annual Creative Process for
Retreat, a retreat celebrating the mani-
festation of God’s creativity through each
woman.

Worship, music, dancing, spiritual direc-
tion, creative writing, dream work and an
art room will all be part of the retreat.

The event is scheduled October 11-14,
and 2007 marks the 12" anniversary
of this gathering. This year’s theme is
“Tis a Gift to Be Simple- ‘Tis a Gift to Be
Free.”

The Rev'd Susan Gaumer, rector of St.
Andrew’s, New Orleans, will be the pre-
senter. During the weekend, women will
examine the relationship between sim-
plicity and a close relationship with God.
Overall, the focus is about having fun
with God-given creativity and using cre-
ativity to find peace and abundance. All
women are welcome to attend.

To learn more and register, visit the
Solomon Episcopal Conference Center
website at www.solepisc.org or call Lisa
Holden at 504.738.7234
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Church, Baton Rouge, and is led by the Rev’d Joe Rhodes and Deacon Jim Tomkins.
It supports the mission work of Stacey Rhodes in Australia, Bishop Andudu in the
Sudan and Bishop Allen in Honduras.

The congregation is also involved in local efforts for Katrina relief and recovery in

the Ninth Ward, Chalmette and the Northshore.

For more information, please contact Fr. Rhodes at 225.751.2116 or Deacon Tomkins

at 985.630.6572.

Submitted by Deacon Jim Tomkins

Resurrection House Houses Volunteers

Resurrection House, located on the
ground of The Church of the Annuncia-
tion, New Orleans, provides necessary
housing for teams of Katrina relief volun-
teers.

Resurrection House organizes teams
of volunteers and sends them to where
help is needed the most, often to the
poorest sections of the city where un-
insured home owners struggle to repair

Volunteers come from churches and
civic organizations across the United
States. They are given clean, safe living
quarters, food, Louisiana hospitality and
tools and materials.

Restoring devastated homes is expen-
sive, even with donated labor. Financial
support is the only way this mission can
be fully realized. Contact Deacon Milt
Gibson or Beth Gibson at 504.895.8697 or
visit www.resurrectionhouseofneworleans.org
for more information.

their flood ravaged homes.
Submitted by Deacon Jim Tomkins
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“Organ and Labyrinth”, a unique
one-hour meditation takes
place every Tuesday in the main
sanctuary at Trinity Episcopal
Church, New Orleans. All are
invited to this time of contem-
plation.  Albinas Prizgintas
plays on the parish pipe organ
and includes a diverse musical
selection ranging from classi-
cal Baroque to vintage tunes.
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LECA, continued from p. 1

LECA’'s mission statement begins with these words, OThe purpose of the
Louisiana Episcopal Clergy Association shall be to provide the opportunity for
the clergy of the Diocese of Louisiana to come together on a regular basis,
and to address the mutual concerns that grow out of their life and work;O

LECA would like to get as much good information in front of the clergy as
soon as possible following the event. Hopefully the conversation with the
Bishop will deepen the bond clergy share in this diocese in their work for
Christ.

Submitted by the RevOd Roy Pollina




