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Parishioners of St. AugustineÕs, Metairie, 
are pleased with the turn-out at their July 
1st picnic which served as kick-off to their 
neighborhood inclusion program, SNIP.

SNIP is short for St. AugustineÕs 
Neighborhood Inclusion Program. The 
purpose of SNIP is to include neighbors 
in parish-wide events.

The idea came about after a series of 
workshops on asset mapping by the RevÕd 
Ben Helmer, former Diocesan chaplain.

ÒWe decided we would like to reach out 
to our community, but we didnÕt know what 
the needs of our community might be,Ó the 
RevÕd A.J. Heine, rector at St. AugustineÕs, 
said. ÒInstead of guessing, we decided to 
start by establishing a means of commu-
nication to include the different constitu-
encies of St. AugustineÕs.Ó

Fr. Heine said that St. AugustineÕs 
Òramped-upÓ their normal parish picnic 
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Top: Children play on an inflatable slide during St. AugustineÕs picnic on July 1.
Bottom:  A group gathers beneath a tent during SNIPÕs kick-off picnic.
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A  group of key members from the 
BishopÕs staff gathered at the Noland 
Center in New Orleans on July 10-11 to 
discuss the mission, current operations 
and future vision of the OfÞce of Disaster 
Response (ODR).  The group included 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana and 
ODR staff, Bishop Charles Jenkins, 
Abigail Nelson and Richard Olsen from 
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) 
and the RevÕd Phil Rap, Executive Director 
for Episcopal Community Services USA.

The meetings included a celebration 
of the many successful programs that 
have started in the past two years in 
Louisiana, and an in-depth discussion 
of the challenges that lie ahead for the 
ODR as it moves into the next phase of 
recovery.

The ODRÕs ministries are diverse and 
it is considered a leader in the recovery 
efforts in New Orleans.  With the help of 
ERD and other generous supporters, the 
Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana and the 
ODR support the following programs: 
Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initia-
tive, case management services in Þve 
locations, two well-utilized homecoming 
centers, several community organiz-
ers, a gutting/rebuilding program, two 
mobile units and several centers where 
volunteers from across the country can 
stay during their mission work.  Each 
program is currently functioning at its 
full capacity to serve those in need in 
the community.

The ODR has a mission to help its 
brothers and sisters who continue to 
suffer from the affects of the hurricanes 
in 2005, as well as to assist those who 
suffer from the effects of poverty, racism 
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as a way to offer a low-key, non-intimi-
dating process to invite different groups 
from the community. Families of summer 
camp attendees, families of pre-school 
students, the cast and crew of the sum-
mer play, families from the Boy Scout 
and Brownie troop were all invited.  The 
MenÕs Club printed door hangars and 
the SNIP committee distributed them 
throughout the neighborhood.

ÒWe want to target some parish-wide 
events that we were hosting otherwise 

and be more deliberate and intentional 
about inviting different groups in the 
community,Ó Fr. Heine said. ÒThis isnÕt a 
strategy to grow the church, itÕs a strat-
egy to be the church.Ó

About 250 people showed up for the 
picnic, which included a water slide, 
hamburgers and hot dogs.  St. AnnaÕs 
Mobile Medical Unit made a stop by 
St. AugustineÕs and drew a lot of interest.

SNIPÕs next event is planned for October 4th 
during the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
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By RevÕd John Miller

Seventeen youth and Þve chaperones from St. James, Baton Rouge, spent 
the week of July 7-14 as missionaries in Oneida, TN, 28 miles northwest of 
Knoxville.  Participants were divided into two crews, both working on rooÞng 
projects.  

One home belonged to a family of six, the father having recently returned 
from his second tour in the Middle East.  The other home was that of an 80-
year-old man whose wife of over 50 years passed away earlier this year.  

While replacing roofs beneÞtted the homeowners, the participants beneÞt-
ted from learning how to work together through problems, rain and conßict.  
Spending time with the homeowners was given equal value to rebuilding 
their homes.  

Camping out in a beautiful state park was part of the adventure, as was 
planning and leading morning and evening devotionals.  The week ended 
with an awesome raft trip down the Ocoee River near Cleveland, TN.  
Friendships were made, both far and near.  The blessings of God were 
counted each day.  Thanksgivings were offered for the experiences shared, 
and plans for next yearÕs trip have already begun.

St. James Youth Return from Mission Trip

The Addictions Recovery Ministry of 
the Diocese of Louisiana announces its 
24th annual weekend for women and 
men who are, or wish to be, in recov-
ery. The weekend will take place at the  
Solomon Episcopal Conference Center 
in Robert, Louisiana, August 3-5, 2007.

The weekendÕs program will include 
reßections on the work of Bill Wilson, 
Co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous, 
drawing on speciÞc passages from 
scripture that can lead to a deeper un-
derstanding of the 12 Steps and the 
program of recovery. The weekend will 
utilize large group sessions mixed with 
small group discussions of topics relat-
ed to the presented materials.  

Mr. Lance Armstrong, the facilitator for 
the weekend, is a Eucharistic Minister 
and cradle Episcopalian who began his 
recovery journey in 1994.  He has been 
a member of the Diocesan Addictions 
Recovery Ministry Commission since 
1999 and organized the 2004 Mixed 
Weekend.

The weekend begins with supper at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday, August 3 and ends 
after the Eucharist on Sunday, August 5 
about noon.

Participants may check in on Friday, 
August 3 after 4:00 p.m. However, par-
ticipants may arrive at the Conference 
Center as early as 1:00 p.m., Friday, 
August 3, 2007.

The cost of the weekend is $165 per 
person and includes a room for two 
nights, Friday night supper, three full 
meals on Saturday, and breakfast on 
Sunday. Sunday lunch is not provided. A 
$70 non-refundable deposit is required. 

For further information or questions 
concerning a scholarship, please call 
Mike Dawson at 504-837-0877 or email 
amdawsonjr3@juno.com.

and all forms of oppression.  The ODR 
aims to respect the dignity of every hu-
man being, and it seeks to embody the 
Christian virtue of charity in all that they 
do. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana will 
continue this important work in the coming 

years, as the needs of the New Orleans 

area continue to be great.  The detailed 

plan for the direction of each ODR pro-

gram has yet to be Þnalized, but the re-

cent meetings were an important step in 

looking at where it has been and how the 

Holy Spirit is prompting it to proceed.
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Lance Armstrong, facilitator for the 
Addictions Recovery Weekend.

McKenzie Miller, Sara Kahao, Kate McDuff and Sydney Galland stand on the roof as 
they celebrate removing old shingles, replacing rotten decking and making new 
friends. 


