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By the Very RevÕd David duPlantier

Dean, Christ Church Cathedral

On Friday, November 16 at 7p.m., 
the Cathedral Concert Series will 
present Irvin MayÞeld and the New 
Orleans Jazz Orchestra in the third 
Annual concert entitled ÒAll the 
SaintsÓ.

Originally commissioned by the 
Cathedral in the fall of 2005 with 
Þnancial contributions from around 
the country, All the Saints was hailed 
as the cultural reopening of New Or-
leans, and celebrates the healing 
power of Jazz. Each year the per-
formance includes elements of the 
original along with new music com-
posed by Irvin MayÞeld.

With sponsorship from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Whitney 
National Bank, Bisso Marine and 
the Solomon family, we are again 
pleased to offer this monumental 
concert as a gift to the people of our 
city and region.

You will be receiving printed promo-
tional materials later in October, and 
I hope you will share this invitation 
with your congregation.

Cathedral Hosts 
Concert Series

By the RevÕd Richard Banks

LaVerne Hooker refers to her aspir-
ing young dancers as, ÒMy babies.Ó 
On Monday and Tuesday evenings, 
Hooker, a dance instructor and Holy 
Comforter parishioner, teaches Þve 
age groups, ranging in ages from two 
to teens. Twice a week, the Bishop 
Jones Student Center at the Cha-
pel is transformed into a dance stu-
dio complete with music and ballet 
practice bars and plenty of open ßoor 
space.

ÒIÕm a BallerinaÓ is the Þrst class 
held on MondayÕs for 2-4 year olds. 
45 minutes are devoted to introduce 
students to the basics of ballet, tap, 

and tumbling. The next class is ÒFu-
ture Dance StarÓ for children ages 
5-7 years. Ballet and tap instruction 
expands to include jazz dance, musi-
cal theatre and hip-hop. ÒThis is the 
amazing world of dance as seen by 
the children in movies and on televi-
sion,Ó says Hooker. ÒChoreography 
101Ó follows for advanced students, 
a 10-week course in which students 
work together to create choreogra-
phy that will be featured in future per-
formances.

Tuesday evenings begin with ÒThe 
Sweet Life of DanceÓ for 8-10 year 
olds. Hooker describes this class as 

Holy Comforter Hosts Dance Classes
La Verne HookerÕs dance students dress in Halloween costumes for their class last week.

Dance Class, continued on p. 2
[The Messenger]

St. James has recently decided to 
join forces with Volunteers in Pub-
lic Schools (V.I.P.S.). This local or-
ganization trains and places tutors 
in East Baton Rouge Parish public 
Schools. Their mission is, ÒTo fos-
ter student success for every child 
in East Baton Rouge Parish Public 
Schools by building public support 
for public education.Ó

Judy Bethly, executive director of 
V.I.P.S., states that this is a program 
that makes a difference where it 
matters most. In 2005 37 percent of 
the children working with V.I.P.S. tu-
tors improved their reading by one 
grade level. In addition to reading, 
V.I.P.S. also trains volunteers to help 
with math.

St. JamesÕ Partners 
with V.I.P.S.

Fr. Banks

Please join the RevÕd Will Hood and 
his ÞancŽe Martha as they celebrate 

their marriage.
November 17, 2007, 2:00 p.m.

St. PaulÕs Episcopal Church
6249 Canal Blvd.

New Orleans, Louisiana 70124

Reception following service on the 
church grounds.

No gifts, Casual Attire.
Convenient accommodations can 
be made anywhere in downtown 

New Orleans.

Fr. Hood to Marry Saturday

A picture of Fr. Hood and his fiancŽe Martha 
from their wedding announcement.

Fr. Hood



E-DoLA Staff

Bishop Charles E. Jenkins
Publisher

The RevÕd Canon Mark Stevenson
Canon to the Ordinary

The RevÕd Canon Scott Albergate
Canon for Mission and Congregational 
Development

Heather Parker
Publications Coordinator

Kenn Elder
Web Coordinator

Saint LukeÕs Episcopal Day School, Baton Rouge, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 
students celebrated All SaintsÕ Day by writing biographies and dressing up 
like their favorite chosen Saint.  Some of the Saints also came to school the 
next day to visit the Pre-K and Kindergarten students at their Chapel service.

Lynn Hooks

St. LukeÕs Day School Celebrates 
All SaintsÕ Day

By the Very RevÕd Dr. Jean Meade

The Church of All Souls held their Þrst ever Evensong on November 4.  The 
Very RevÕd Dr. Jean Meade ofÞciated, and the RevÕd Walter Baer preached.

Fr. Shola Falodun and parishioners of the Church of All Souls prepared a 
wonderful reception of food afterward.  A three-man music group from Grace 
Episcopal Church played music and the children of All SoulsÕ played along 
with tambourines.  

About 40 people attended, including Harriet Murrell from the diocesan of-
Þce and architect John Williams and his wife Laura, members of Trinity, New 
Orleans.  Williams is the architect hired by the diocese to build out the former 
WalgreenÕs building and transform it into a church and community center.

Church of All Souls Evensong

Parishioners and visitors participate in the Church of All Souls first-ever Evensong on November 4. 

ÒlivelyÓ and it introduces students to 
the basics of tap, musical theatre, 
lyrical, hip-hop and contemporary 
dance forms. ÒDancinÕ Like a StarÓ is 
a class for students age 11 and up. 
ÒPre-teens and teens explore dance 
as seen in movies like ÔHairsprayÕ 
and ÔCenterstageÕ and on television 
shows such as ÔSo You Think You 
Can DanceÕ and ÔGreaseÕ,Ó Hooker 
reports.

Hooker knows a lot about teach-
ing dance. She is a Member of the 
Southern Association of Dance Mas-
ters, a certiÞed dance instructor and 
director/choreographer of musicals 
in New Orleans. During the day, she 
teaches pre-school children at St. 
AndrewÕs Episcopal School on Car-
rollton Avenue. She is also the moth-
er of two lively young daughters, both 
of whom love to dance.

Dance Class, continued from p. 1

By Clyde Harrelson

The Saint James Center for Spiritu-
al Formation of Saint James Episco-
pal Church is sponsoring a spoken 
dramatic presentation of Gian-Carlo 
MenottiÕs Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors on its campus Friday, November 
30, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in conjunction 
with the annual ÒDowntown Festival 
of LightsÓ in downtown Baton Rouge, 
which kicks off the holiday season.

The story for Amahl and the Night 
Visitors came to Menotti after seeing 
Hieronymus BoschÕs famous paint-
ing, Adoration of the Magi.  ItÕs about 
a lame boy and the miracle that oc-
curs after he gives the visiting Kings 
on their way to see the Christ Child 
his crutch, which he made himself, 
to give to the Infant.

Everyone is invited to join Amahl, 
his mother, and the three Kings and 
witness the miracle in this delightful 
spoken rendition of MenottiÕs lovely 
story written and directed by Saint 
James parishioner Paige Parsons 
Gagliano.  This free production will 
be presented in a series of ongoing 
dramatic tableaux throughout the 
church campus beginning after the 
lighting of the Downtown Christmas 
Tree around 6:30 p.m.

Saint James Episcopal Church is 
located downtown at the corner of 
Fourth and Convention Streets.

For more information, please con-
tact The Reverend Robert Odom, 
Director of The Saint James Cen-
ter for Spiritual Formation, at 
225.387.5141, extension 225 or ro-
dom@stjamesbr.org. 

Amahl and the 
Night Visitors

ÒOrgan and LabyrinthÓ, a unique 
one-hour meditation takes place 
every Tuesday at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, New Orleans. All are invited 
to this time of contemplation. Albinas 
Prizgintas plays on the parish pipe 
organ and includes a diverse musi-
cal selection ranging from classical 
Baroque to vintage tunes.

Organ & Labyrinth 
Tuesdays at Trinity, 
New Orleans


